Message from the CEO

Welcome to this fortnight’s edition of On
the Road.

It concerns me when | hear stories about
operators or supply chain businesses
that aren’t aware of changes to Chain of
Responsibility laws.

There has been extensive information
about these changes, which started on
October 1, over the past two years.

If you aren’t aware of the changes or
need more information, take the time to
go online, download one of the many
publications or information sheets.

| would also urge operators to take the
time to read the Industry (Master) Code
of Practice, developed by the Australian
Logistics Council and Australian Trucking
Association, based on guidelines released
by the NHVR.

The Master Code outlines guidance,
procedures and best practice principles to
assist adopters to meet their obligations
under the HVNL.

So whether you prefer to utilise a Safety
Management System, the Master Code
or another risk management framework, |
urge you to reflect on your operation and
ask what you can do to improve heavy
vehicle safety.

Sal Petroccitto
CEO, National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
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Focus on Fatigue safety
ahead of Easter run

The NHVR has today released its Focus on
Fatigue campaign in the lead up to this year’s
busy Easter period.

NHVR Fatigue Specialist Andreas Blahous
said the campaign carried messages from real
drivers passing on information and solutions to
avoid the risks of driving fatigued.

“Fatigue will be a major focus for heavy
vehicle operators, particularly in the lead
up to major holiday periods, such as Easter,”
Andreas said.

“The NHVR will use messages and videos of
drivers such as Bruce Dodds and Rod Hannifey
giving their personal experiences and solutions
to help other drivers avoid the risks of driving
fatigue.

“It's important that all heavy vehicle drivers

are able to recognise the signs of fatigue

particularly with the risk of heavier traffic and
freight movements over the coming month.

“Drivers may be impaired by fatigue even
when complying with work and rest limits. It is
important to spot the signs of fatigue and take
a break.

“Do not drive a fatigue-regulated heavy
vehicle on a road while impaired by fatigue.”

There were 175 fatalities involving heavy
vehicles and buses on Australian roads in 2018,
and while that number is reducing it is still too
high.

“The Easter fatigue campaign will also
include a range of compliance activities and
information on future fatigue requirements over
the coming month.”

For more information on heavy vehicle
fatigue visit www.nhvr.gov.au/fatigue
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http://www.nhvr.gov.au/fatigue
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Vehicle as a Workplace

Check out Vehicles as a Workplace - WHS
National Guide which outlines the process
for dealing with road traffic hazards in line
with WHS legislation and road traffic safety
principles.

The guide has been produced in
collaboration with Australian state and
territory WHS and road safety authorities,
the NHVR and other key stakeholders.

It aims to target road fatalities among
Australian workers and can be used by
organisations and individuals from any
industry who use any sort of vehicle for
work purposes on
the road network
in Australia or

New Zealand.
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